he Qpocalup.se 



is 



not 



\\ / happening in the future, it 

is happening now It is not the result 
of our personal sins and it is not the- 
"collective responsibility of humanity". 
Climate change Cor God. or whatever) 
will not bring about the apocalypse. The 
apocalypse began with the advent of our 
current form of life based on industrial 
production. It is easy to assume that 
there is no alternative to this form of 
life, that the way we live in this present 
moment is simply a reflection of the way 
things are. Implicit in this common-sense 
is the not-so-hidden assumption that the 
present will extend indefinitely into the 
future, which both provides a measure 
of comfort as well as the feeling of 
imprisonment. In times of crisis, a space 
of freedom returns, and the possibility of 
a rupture with the present opens. History, 
long banished to dreary scholastic 
books, returns to us fresh and alive. To 
push away that which is closest to us, our 
very form of life, and see it objectively 
- this might seem impossible. Yet it is 
not: the first step is to give our form of 
life a name, to identify it as something 
finite in time and space, so capable of 
ending. This perpetual present that has 
its only favor being the certainty of its 
own destruction has a name; capitalism. 

» 
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"The slogan 'Revolution 
or Death!' is no longer 
the lyrical expression of 
consciousness in revolt: 
rather, it is the last word 
of the scientific thought 
of our century. It applies 
to the perils facing the 
species as to the inability 
of individuals to belong in 
a society where it is well- 
known that the suicide 
rate is on the increase. 
The experts had to admit, 
reluctantly, that during 
May 1968 in France it fell to 
almost nil. That spring also 
vouchsafed us a clear sky. 
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and it did so effortlessly, 
because a few cars were 
burnt and the shortage 
of petrol prevented others 
from polluting the air. When 
it rams, where there are 
clouds of smog over Paris, 
let us never forget that it 
is the government's fault . 
Alienated production makes 
the smog. Revolution makes 
the sunshine." 



Guu Debord, A Sick Planet 

_■ 

(1971) 
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of us sec ret I u desire 
'':■■' -^ is world to end . 

The future lasts forever. 
Or at least, it used to. The 
grand illusion of Western 
civilisation has always been 
the myth of progress, namely that the flow of history would beneficently 
extend into an infinite future. To our parents, civilisation offered 
houses in the suburbs, computers, and automobiles. And civilisation 
delivered. To the children of these workers, civilisation offered life 
on the moon, artificial intelligence, endless peace. All of which have 
failed to emerge. While our parents cling to the belief that someday 
the mortgage will he repaid and they can retire in happiness, their 
lost children know this is a lie. This world offers nothing to us: no 
meaningful work, no rest, no future — only fear. Over and over again, 
we find ourselves conditioned like rats by the images of not just our 
own death, but of total destruction. From the collapse of the World 
Trade Centre to the alien invasion, from the spectre of nuclear war 
to the hole in the ozone layer — and now the melting glaciers — these 
images ingrain themselves in our very being. These images are nothing 
more than modern projections of the deep-set fantasy of all religions: 
the apocalypse. 

Today, catastrophic climate change is the image of the apocalypse. 
Nothing has escaped the touch of humanity, from the deepest oceans 
to the atmosphere itself. There is little doubt that carbon emissions 
caused by human activity may bring about the end of the world as we 
know it. It's just a matter of listening to the ticking of the doomsday 
clock as it counts down to a climactic apocalypse. Never before in 
recorded historj Im;. thr question ol the (Midi's .survival been so 
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l ake Or-- The President of the Umtcd States, hand in hand with the 
Premier of China, walk out onto the stage to announce the craftingofa new 
carbon tnarjtcf that wilt sane humanity. The kan are literally streamingfrom 
the Prime Minister of Britain's fact, ruining his make -up far the cameras. 
"We did it! We did it!" he jells, the jowh around his neck convulsing, 
his net fen with what could only appear lu be divine fervour. On cue, 
the lights cut to the audience. A perfectly selected and photogenic crowd, 
carefully mixed to include people of all races (ideally in somewhat kitschyj-et 
exquisitely tailored "ethnic" clothing), rise up and begin applauding, just as 
the tckprompter m front of them tells them to. The stock- market goa up. 



hi 



t Clkf? t VvO. Thf stage seems strangely empty with the telling absence of 
the most powerful men in the world. Only the Prime Minister of Britain 
remains, and dourty rising to the podium, wiping what ran only be tear 
from his eye. his voice quavers, jet retains a certain sense of moral certitude. 
"Today, while we have no binding treaty, we have agreed on important 
milestones, and we must not shirk our historical responsibilities despite what 
appear to be insurmountable difficulties..." Die camera flips to pictures of 
what 's outside, protesters in black masks destroying things in what appears 
to be at random, people in colourful clothing blockading delegates, and 
quickly the pundits bepn blaming these trouble -makers for the failure of the 
Summit The stock- market goes up. 



a 



Utsnie try,-, ronfo-V-nce P'Tilr?. nothmghas changed. 
The same clothing lies upon our bare mattress and our child Still sleeps 
soundly nearby. We put on the same shoes that we put onjesterday. And 
jet, something has irrctnuably shifted, it's like any other morning, except the 
police line the streets. No-one even bothers to watch the Prime Minister run 
through his scripts, since everyone knows one of us will be shot today. This 
morning, cojjfe tnj'i even necessary. As we open our door, our neighbours 
have already assembled. The sun .shines. 
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starkly posed, and never before has such news been greeted with such 

indifference. 

What is lo, be done in the face of a crisis so large it dwarfs the 
imagination? We are left with nothing but a sense of impending 
doom, a strange depression that keeps us oscillating between hysterical 
hedonism and sad loneliness, and in the end both responses are merely 
the two faces of the selfsame despair. Those seli-appointed to "save" us 
from this crisis — the governments, scientists, activists —seem incapable 
of anything but sloganeering: clean development, carbon markets, 
sustainable development, climate justice, ecological reparations, green 
capitalism. We know in our heart of hearts that these fantasies give any 
sensible person as much cold comfort as a stiff drink. Confronted with 
the real possibility of the apocalypse, the world becomes inverted: to 
continue as il everything is normal in the present moment is the most 
refined act of nihilism. 

This generalised delirium, formerly confined to only a handful of 
activists, has spread over the last few years Lo the population at large, 
and even the state seems a sincere believer in catastrophic climate 
change. Observe the reaction of the nation-states who, while in endless 
summits to "solve" the climate crisis, such as the COPlg, continue to 
build airport after airport, highway after highway, giving industries the 
remit to emit ever-more carbon. The nation-states continue to act as 
if everything is normal, while at the same time lying through their gritted 
teeth that "we are solving the climate crisis." No-one today, even the 
children, believe them. Their summits and pledges arc mere riddling 
while Rome burns. The absurd plots hatched by scientists to avert 
this coming apocalypse, from putting mirrors into space to pumping 
water from the bottom of the ocean, have only the virtue of being at 
least mildly entertaining. There is a distinct air of madness about our 
rulers, a madness that reminds us only too much of the monarchs of 
the ancien regime shortly before their beheading. Yet, what can a single 
person do? The despair felt when confronted by the reality of climate 
change is an honest appraisal of a disaster where there is no easy escape. 
Let us hold this despair close, let it nurture us. Honesty is always the 
best policy for survival. 
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"Wild, dark ftmes are rumbling toward us. and the 
prophet who wishes to write a new apocalypse will hove 

to invent entirely new beasts, and beasts so terrible that 
the anaent animal sumbo/s of St . Jr-nn wilt seem -'■■■■ 
r -■::■; f,g doves and cuoids in comparison." 
Heinnch Heme. Lutetta'. or. Pans (1842) 

The apocalypse is above all a relationship that we have to our time. The 
apocalypse is always a singular event in the future, so that while there is 
a sense of impending doom, there is also strange relief in that things 
can go on exactly as they are now. perhaps indefinitely. Two minor 
variations exist: Either that this world will be replaced with a new world, 
shiny and perfect, or thai it will just end simpliciter, with nothing at 
all to follow. Regardless, all apocalyptic thinking holds that this present 
world will at some point be utterly destroyed. So there is no reason to 
care for this world, to preserve it, to sustain it. 

There are two contradictory attitudes one can lake to a world whose 
days are numbered. The first is to continue a steady course towards the 
apocalypse, to bring it on with a certain glee. In a world without a future, 
one can abuse this planet without even a the slightest hint of guilt. 
This vision of the apocalypse justifies the exploitation of ever-more 
carbon by the oil barons and coal lords to maintain the present form 
of life, and make a quick buck of profit in the process. It is precisely 
this madness that throws the Christian apocalyptic cults into bed with 
with these fossil-fuel magnates. The second attitude is to do everything 
possible to delay the coming apocalypse. In this case, the state is the only 



NTeODUCTION to tHE APOCALYPSE 6 



INTRODUCTION TO IH£ APOCA1.YPM 63 



catastrophic climate change, a biocrisis that may threaten the continued 
existence of most life on the planet under cuirnii renditions. The 
global social war of life versus dead capital has commenced, and there 
is no neutrality. One must take a position, to either side with the 
continued existence of capitalism and the state. ..or to be unified in 
the necessity of its destruction. The apocalypse is only the religious 
grasping of the very real possibility of social revolution in a world that 
has lost the very language to express revolution, a genuine if contorted 
reflection of the evolutionary necessity for insurrection. 

There is a secret meaning to the apocalypse. It is not the end of time, 
but the end of this particular time. Not the end of the world, but the 
end of this part iru/or world. In other words, the end of capital and the 
state. By projecting the apocalypse into the future, all human agency 
in the present becomes frozen and lost. Yet this entire understanding 
of time as a coming apocalypse is a mere fantastic invention. With 
a little shift, agency returns to the present. History is redeemed. 
The peasant revolts, the Paris Commune, the Spanish Civil War, 
Kronstadt, the Seminoles, the Panthers, autonomia, the anti- 
globalisation movement, suddenly transform from a litany of failures 
to past moments that were building precisely to this present moment. 
The future transforms from a bleak nothingness to one rich in 
possibility, where any moment can open the door to insurrection. 
In the present, every breathe is infused with a new kind of intensity. 
A certain quickening of the blood that was long thought disappeared 
from humanity returns, a clarity of purpose that is available only to 
those whose life is given not to waiting for the apocalypse, but to the 
survival of life. Far more important than the theoretical possibility of 
revolution, revolutionaries appear, as does a kind of redemption that 
lies not in the future, but in the here-and-now. 



possible saviour that can prevent the apocalypse, if not indefinitely, at 
least for a few more years. Just as any atrocity would be justified by 
preventing the return of the Antichrist, so the state must restructure 
the lives of its citizens in order to prevent the apocalypse. Apocalyptic 
time then places any possibility of change lar into the distant future, 
taking all agency from our lives and giving it to some supernatural 
or scientific event, so negating the possibility of an all-too-human 
revolution in the present. 

The apocalypse may be all too real. If science is the new religion, then 
the present equivalent of prophets would be scientists, and climate 
change is their secular apocalypse. It is tempting then to dismiss climate 
change as mere rhetoric, some sort of collective delusion perhaps 
propagated for nefarious purposes. Yet science has one supposed 
crucial advantage over religion; science consists of hypotheses that may 
be tested, proved true or false, so that science consists of an always 
limited and yet constantly growing approximaiion of reality. Even 
in this era where mysticism is far more popular than science (merely 
compare the relative number of books on physics sold as compared to 
those on astrology in any bookstore), there is a lurking suspicion that 
science actually does matter. Its hypotheses have resulted in everything 
from the cure to malaria to unmanned drones in Afghanistan. So there 
is a cause for concern when scientists themselves begin to speak of the 
apocalypse like mad prophets. The new hobby of science is predicting 
like bean-counters how many years we have left: Fifty, twenty, ten, five. 
And as long as the apocalypse is not happening right now, we smile and 
shrug, and continue our daily lives. 

All signs indicate that the apocalypse is underway right at this moment, 
not an event in some distant future. The sudden reality of the apocalypse 
is not to be doubled by anyone who has any protracted connection to 
the planet, from gardeners to nomads. Only in the cocoon-like and 
concrete metropolis, where any connection to the vast array of non- 
human life has been sundered long ago, can anyone fail to notice that 
the "natural" world is in a state of advanced destruction. Our society 
claimed to be possessed of miraculous powers. These miracles have 
become perverse. The fish have left the seas: soon the North Sea will 
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be devoid of cod, as the warming oceans devastate the plankton which 
are their main food source. Fertile land becomes desert: the emptying 
ol the vast Ogallala aquifer, the tremendous heat waves in France, the 
fires in Greece. To dream of milk and honey in this age is absurd; the 
honey bees have disappeared, leaving their hives empty and threatening 
the reproduction of even the flowers. Even our breast-milk is full of 
toxins. Our ancestors would be shocked beyond belief that it took so 
little time to make the world not only unbearable, but uninhabitable. 

For those who can remember that our planet lives not only in political 
history but in geological time, a wave of massive extinction has 
commenced, aptly named the "anthropocene" extinction event. Nearly 
half of all species may be gone within the coming decades. Perhaps 
therein lies the source of a vague feeling of guilt and an inability to 
even appreciate other species except as cartoons or in cages? The only 
comparable extinction event in fossil records is the Permian-Triassic 
extinction event of nearly two-hundred and fifty million years ago, in 
which nearly all sea life died and three-quarters of animals on land. The 
cause of the earlier "Great Dying" of the Permian Triassic extinction 
event is almost certainly global warming of between 5 and 6 degrees. 
Great volcanic eruptions in Siberia released huge amounts of carbon 
dioxide and other greenhouse-gascs into the air, resulting in a warming 
that led to the release of the even more dangerous methane trapped in 
ice — a gas twenty times more potent than carbon dioxide. This wiped 
out almost all life in the oceans and nearly all life on land. There 
is perpetual fear that we will soon encounter positive feedback cycles, 
events like the destruction of the Brazilian and African rainforests that 
will cause an inexorable skyrocketing of carbon emissions, making 
catastrophic climate change inevitable. Due to climate change, already 
we are seeing evidence that the permafrost in Siberia is melting in an 
area the size of France and Germany combined, and billions of tons 
of methane may soon be released: a "tipping point" straight into 
extinction. 

There is without a doubt something religious to these convictions, 
with reports on melting glaciers being the equivalent to fiery sermons 
and carbon offsetting being nothing more than indulgences. The 



Green book, all the Tuareg took away was jazz. Although it becomes 
increasingly difficult for their children to continue to live their lives 
without fleeing to refuge, some still live in the desert, as they have for 
millennia. The Tuareg know that their final conflict is on the horizon. 
The Sahara desert itself must be colonised by the Empire that wishes 
to harness the power of the sun and the poisonous uranium that lies 
far beneath their desert home. Again, it is Empire versus the nomads. 
The attitude of the Tuareg that should be held up as an example to 
revolutionaries in this new era that is strangely like the old: we do not 
need solidarity, charity-work of activism. All empires fall, and this 
empire is no exception. And wc shall remain. 

There is no coming apocalypse to be caused by climate change. We are 
living in the midst of the apocalypse today. Extinction is not in the 
future. We live in the midst of the greatest era of mass extinction since 
the Permian-Triassic extinction event, an extinction event caused by 
capitalism. Apocalyptic thinking itself is the direct result of our own 
alienation from time under capitalism, for it strips away other possible 
relationships to time and reduces them to the linear time of the Fordist 
factory. Other forms of relating to time exist of course; merely look at 
the cycles of the moon, the society of the seasons, the movements of the 
stars. Trapped within the conceptual prison-house of the apocalypse, 
you can't say at any moment you want something completely different. 
Yet every moment in history yearns to be insurrectionary. However, 
making the insurrection generalise and succeed is a question not only 
of our subjective desire to overthrow capital and the state, but also of 
objective conditions in which such an overthrow of the existing order 
makes sense to people in terms of their survival and the survival of their 
children. With catastrophic climate change, the objective conditions 
have never been better. 

This is the dialectic of the present moment: Climate change is 
simultaneously both the best and worst thing that has ever happened 
to humanity. For all the endless chatter of crisis, there is little 
comprehension of what a true crisis on the level of the planet looks 
like. To both the capitalists and anti-capitalists, a crisis is a crisis in the 
market, a war, a plague. These arc all relatively minor crises compared to 
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The cities of Europe are littered with the ruins of aqueducts and 
Roman triumphs, and in the future our children will look upon the 
ruins of our highways and skyscrapers with a similar mixture of awe and 
disdain. Every empire has always helieved that it could last forever, and 
from the thousand-year Reich to the self-described "end of history 
of liberal democracy and global capitalism, always the result has been 
the same. In the era of globalisation, the Zapatistas took centre stage 
for a world of dignity and humanity and against neoliberalism. They 
invited thousands to participate in their world — La Realidad - in the 
outskirts of the jungle. There is no doubt that that revolutionaries of 
the world gained far more from their experiments in international 
solidarity and self-organisation than the Zapatistas did from those far- 
away revolutionaries. Times change. And the question of democracy 
and rights brought up in the era of globalisation can only be used 
against those who fight for genuine revolution. And just as the Romans 
by virtue of over-intensive farming turned the breadbasket of North 
Africa into a desert, the new Romans return to make a new kind of 
farm from the desert. A million acres of solar panels across the Sahara 
is needed in order to feed the hunger of Europe for electricity. Every 
ounce of uranium beneath the Sahara must be mined, even if there is 
not enough uranium in all of the world to fuel the new nuclear stations 
that are planned to be built. There is only one glitch in their master 
plan: the desert is not empty. The desert is full of life. 

People live — flourish — in the desert. If the Zapatistas were the 
conceptual figures of resistance in the era of globalisation, resistance to 
this era is best embodied by the Tuareg. These nomads, proud Africans 
that are impossibly elegant draped in their blue robes, live their lives 
criss-crossing the desert. When Qaddafi tried to turn them into a mere 
military appendage of Libya, giving them training in arms and his little 



apocalypse is at this historical moment a very real extinction event; it is 
a particular biological extinction event conjoined with what can only 
be termed a religious understanding of time, an apocalyptic vision that 
was long held in check by the Enlightenment, lo separate these two 
distinct phenomena, we can call the real wave of extinctions caused by 
extreme ecological degradation the "biocrisis", while we should reserve 
the "apocalypse* for the imagined possibility of the end of the world. 
The biocrisis is the true in the moment of the apocalyptic false. With 
science itself turned from the secular savior to the creator of the atom 
bomb, the hope for a bright tomorrow is objectively insane. AH we can 
hope for « some definite "end" to the situation. 

Everyone knows the task of our generation is the overthrow of the 
existing order, yet like the early Christians describing the end of 
feudalism in religious rather than political language, our generation 
is unable to express the obvious necessity of revolution in any more 
than (he scientific language of catastrophic climate change. The closest 
parallel to our era is then the Peasant Wars of the late middle ages, 
where the peasant insurrectionists phrased what was fundamentally 
the desire for a social revolution in religious terms. Perhaps then it 
is not without a sense of irony that a "climate camp" to reduce carbon 
emissions seized Blackhcath, where centuries earlier Wat Tyler and 
an insurrectionary army of peasants nearly overthrew the English 
monarchy: the first of modern failed revolutions. As F.ngels noted, it 
would take centuries for a revolutionary language to be created that 
could phrase the struggle of beggar-kings and heretic priests like 
Thomas Munt/.er for "omnia est communia", for everything to be held 
in common, to be phrased in a way that could be understood without 
God. The first step in overthrowing the present order is no different: 
to formulate a new political language of insurrection from the scientific 
language of catastrophic climate change. 
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